Tips for increasing COMPREHENSION!!
1. Read material aloud.  This helps you slow down and think about what you are reading.
2. Discuss what you have read with a parent or friend.  This also helps you to think about what you have just read.
3. Use a graphic organizer to show relationships.  Types of graphic organizers are Venn diagrams, timelines webs, etc.
4. Make predictions about what will happen next.  Think about what you just read and make an educated guess.
5. Write a short summary of what you read.  You don’t have to rewrite the whole thing, just put down a few of the most important things.  
6. Draw a picture of a scene from your reading.  This will help you visualize the material.
7. Make connections.  Think about ways that you can connect what you have read to another story, something in the world, or even to yourself.
8. Ask questions as you read.  “Why did that happen?  I wonder what they will do?”  Write your questions down so that you can go back and think about them later.
9. Ask yourself “Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How” questions about what you just read.  Be sure you can give a complete answer.
10. Ask Cause and Effect questions.  “What happened?  What came next as a result of the first thing that happened?”
11. Ask why a piece of information is important to the reading.  Why did the author want me to know this?
12. Take notes when reading.  Write down important facts.  When you are finished with the passage, you can go back and review what you wrote to help you remember.
13. Look at pictures and captions whenever possible.  Always pay attention to titles and headings.  
14. Pay attention to new vocabulary!!  If you don’t know a word, write it down to look up later.  If you don’t know all the words, you will have a much harder time understanding the reading.
15. Re-read.  Often simply reading the material another time will help you understand something that was confusing the first time through.
